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Dear Dani: 

Thanks f o r  your let ter of September 9. I would not  have ca l l ed  Bob's 
cont r ibu t ions  t o  our conversation a t  Bar Harbor a "tirade." For t h e  most 
p a r t ,  I found him t o  be sympathet ical ly  open, i f  t roubled,  and I w a s  
g r a t i f i e d  t h a t  he was 'wi l l ing  toprovY.de both i n s i g h t  i h t o  h i s  views and 
p o t e n t i a l  accommodation on the  i s s u e  of nomenclature. 

ou sent t o  me are not  p a r t i c u l a r l y  he lp fu l ;  
n a t u r a l l y  I have osed, l i k e  everyone else (perhaps more s o ) ,  
t o '  t hese  a t t a c k  tacks, and I c e r t a i n l y  r 

ey cause anxi no t  con t r ibu te  an 
the  a b s t r a c t  us, only t o  t h e  PO 

l o g i c a l  aspec ts  of reaching a consensus, 

What was p a r t i c u l a r l y  new t o  me a t  B a r  Harbor w a s  t h e  r eve la t ion  t h a t  
Bob f e e l s  t h a t  he might be perceived as 
accusat ions by agreeing t o  c a l l  t h e  AI 
As I t o l d  him, t h i s  seems misguided t o  on t h e  cont ra ry ,  I have bel ieved 
from t h e  ou t se t  t h a t  h i s  s t a t u r e  would be appreciably enhanced by h i s  
leading the  adoption of a more sens ib l e  name, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  l a r g e  
community t h a t  lacks f i e r c e  l o y a l t i e s  i n  the  d i spu te s  over p r i o r i t y .  

owledging t h e  v e r a c i t y  of such 
us something o the r  than HTLV-111. 

A s  you no doubt r e a l i z e ,  I s t rongly  d isagree  with your s ta tement  t h a t  
have been r e i t e r a t e d  

sensus wi th  Bob's help.  

W W i  b e s t  r ega rds ,  

Barold E, Var$us, M.D, 
lberican Cancer Socie ty  
P r o f e s s o r t o f  Molecular Virology- 

HEV/jm 


